Whether "Happy New Year" is printed on a modern card or engraved on an ancient Egyptian faience bottle, its purpose is to usher in with due festivity a new twelvemonth of prosperity and felicity. Our calendar is continuously corrected so that January i, New Year's day, always falls in the midwinter season. In most other calendars New Year's day varies more or less from year to year. The first day of the year in ancient Egypt regressed slowly and made the complete circuit of the seasons every 1,460 years. But whether in hot weather or in cold, in the ancient world or the modern, the custom of exchanging gifts and greetings has been universal.
engraved on an ancient Egyptian faience bottle, its purpose is to usher in with due festivity a new twelvemonth of prosperity and felicity. Our calendar is continuously corrected so that January i, New Year's day, always falls in the midwinter season. In most other calendars New Year's day varies more or less from year to year. The first day of the year in ancient Egypt regressed slowly and made the complete circuit of the seasons every 1,460 years. But whether in hot weather or in cold, in the ancient world or the modern, the custom of exchanging gifts and greetings has been universal.
There are in the Egyptian Department a number of ancient New Year's bottles. By far the most handsome of these seasonal gifts is illustrated on the opposite page, and was presented to a priest named Amen-hotpe some 2,500 years ago. In type all these bottles are similar-lentoid in shape, usually with text and decoration on the front and on the vertical band running around the circumference. The inscriptions on the shoulders of Amen-hotpe's bottle are followed by a repeating pattern of 
